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COMMENTARY

Bilingualism and the medium of instruction

HASSAN HAMEED, The Maldives National University

ABSTRACT This paper explores Cummin’s dual iceberg metaphor in terms of bilingual
proficiency in the Maldivian context and the gradual switch to English-medium
wnstruction. Bilingual education was implemented in the Maldives on the premise that the
earlier a student is introduced to a foreign language and the greater is her exposure, the
better will be her proficiency in the foreign language. Research on bilingualism contradicts
this naive and intuitive understanding of how a student achieves bilingual proficiency.
The paper concludes by briefly outlining the manner in which the switch to the English-
medium by policy actors was made and the consequent marginalization of mother tongue
.and erosion of societal values
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Blcs Basic Interpersonal
Communication Skills
The language necessary for day to day living,

including conversations with friends, informal
interaction

CALP Cognitive Academic
Language Proficiency
The language necessary to understand and
discuss content in the classroom
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A little learning is a dangerous thing;

Drink deep, or taste not the Pierian spring:
There shallow draughts intoxicate the brain,
And drinking largely sobers us again.
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