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The level of adherence to language rules and
etiquettes on online news media

ANWAR IBRAHIM

The Maldives National University

ABSTRACT This research sought to find out the extent to which grammatical and linguistic
conventions have been violated in the use of Dhivehi language in online newspapers in
the Maldives and to identify the main types of grammatical errors found therein. The
aim was to thereby support efforts to preserve grammatical and linguistic conventions of
Dhivehi language. The findings indicate that sentences with grammatical errors outweigh
those without such errors. In this regard, 76 per cent of the sentences analyzed contains
grammatical errors. From the 200 news headlines analyzed, 113 grammatical errors
were identified. Similar was the case with 81 per cent of the lead sentences. The findings
also highlight areas of language and the news genres that institutions and news agencies
should pay more attention to in order to reduce incidence of grammatical issues in (online)
newspapers.

Keywords: news editing, language mastery, grammar and syntax, linguistic, Dhivehi
language, news agencies
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