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Intelligibility of Hahdhunmathee dialect to
speakers of standard dialect of the Dhivehi
language

AAIDHA HAMMAD, AZEEZA AFEEF, SHIUNA AHMED

The Maldives National University

ABSTRACT Mutual intelligibility is one of the criteria thatr can be used to distinguish a
language from a dialect. It helps to determine whether two varieties of a language are
from the same or different languages. Hence, using the criterion of mutual intelligibiliry,
this study tested whether Hahdhunmathee (L. Atoll) dialect of Dhivehi Language is
intelligible to the speakers of standard dialect of Dhivehi Language. Testing was done in
two different functional ways, by reading and by listening. Reading was tested at three
different levels; paragraph level, sentence level and ar word level. By employing a mixed
method, exploratory sequential design and by using purposive sampling technique, 100
participants were selected and data was collected by administering the intelligibility tests.
The results of the tests were subjected to descriptive statistical analysis. The findings of the
study conclude thar Hahdhunmathee dialect of Dhivehi language, to a greatr extent, is
intelligible to the speakers of the standard dialect of Dhivehi language. Implications are
then drawn to conduct further research to identify structural linguistic differences berween
the two dialects.

Keywords: dialects of Dhivehi language, Hahdhunmathee dialect, mutual intelligibility,
standard dialect
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