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Constituent structure in Equational clauses: A
corpus analysis of the Dhivehi Language

AZEEZA AFEEF, AMINATH RIYAZ, & AMALIA ELISABETH GNANADESIKAN

The Maldives National University

ABSTRACT Ome feature of some South Asian languages of the Indo-Aryan language
subfamily is the existence of simple sentences that do not include a verb in their predicate.
Such sentences may be categorised into two groups: equational versus adjectival clauses
or sentences. Literature from local and overseas researchers indicates the presence of non-
verbal sentences in the Dhivehi language; and overseas researchers have indicated the
presence of equational clauses in the Dhivehi language. However, there does not appear to
be in-depth analysis of the structure of such equational clauses, and therefore the purpose
of this paper is to address this research gap. Accordingly, suimple sentences consisting of
one independent clause were analysed to determine their constituent structure, syntactic
SJormation, and function. The data reported in this paper is based on sample sentences
taken from rwo corpora that were developed to analyse the Dhivehi language. All 2585
sentences in the primary corpus were analysed for their clause structure while the second
corpus of 10675 sentences were relied upon, where required, for further clarification for
sentence structures found through the first corpus. The constituent structure was identified
by separating out the clauses, phrases, and words in each sentence and then extracting the
clause types and summing them using advanced features of Microsoft Excel. The data was
analysed using a qualitative descriptive approach and the results are presented to show
the constituents of the clauses, determine the role of these constituents, and then outline the
clause structure. These findings show that both the referring expression and the predicate
of the equative clause consist mainly of noun-phrases and both these noun-phrases are
conjoined with the particle “akee” or “ee”. The findings also show that the noun-phrase
may contain additional constituents. Accordingly, one noun-phrase may contain more
than one noun and there can be adjectival phrases before a noun-phrase. Additionally,
these adjective phrases or adjectival phrases may contain adjectives and postpositional
phrases. Furthermore, additional phrases were identified that can be added before, after, or
within an equational clause. These novel findings on the syntax of the Dhivehi language
.have implications for teaching as well as further research of Dhivehi language
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