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Language Attrition Among Maldivian
Children: A Stakeholders’ Perspective
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ABSTRACT The research underscores the significance of the mother tongue or the native
language in the cognitive development, cultural assimilarion, and linguistic proficiency of
children. Dhivehi serves as the first language of the small island state of the Maldives.
Despite the explicit emphasis on Dhivehi language instruction in preschools outlined
n the 2015 National Curriculum of the Maldives, the English language continues to
dominate the daily environment of children’s early education. There is anecdotal evidence
indicaning a language shift and attrition of Dhivehi among Maldivian children, reaching
a stage where English is the primary mother tongue for many Maldivian children. This
qualitative inquiry aims to discern the factors contributing to the shift from Dhivehi to
English language among children, elucidate associated concerns, and propose potential
solutions. Data was gathered through focus group discussions with rwenty-six purposively
sampled participants across seven distinct stakeholder groups, each group comprising 3 to 5
members. Thematic analysis was applied to the data. The findings highlight that children’s
detachment from the Dhivehi language and the observed language artrition are influenced
by an inhospitable linguistic milieu and the prioritization of English over Dhivehi during
their early language acquisition and learning stages. Drawing correlations between the
results and concepts of cultural and national identity, it is imperative to address these issues
in national policy-making.

Keywords: Language vitaliry, Language shift, Language policy, Language loss, Language
education policy, Language endangerment, Native language, Mother tongue
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