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ABSTRACT The identification of finite verbs, finite verb clauses, sentences, and sentence
structures presents numerous challenges and remains the subject of ongoing academic
debate. While some languages follow a Subject-Verb-Object (SVO) order, others, such as
those with a Subject-Object-Verb (SOV) structure, are categorised as verb-final languages.
Word order differs across languages in other ways as well. A simple sentence consists of an
independent clause containing a subject and a predicate. In contrast, complex sentences
are formed by combining one or more dependent clauses with at least one independent
clause. This study aims to examine the structure of finite verb clauses within complex
sentences in Dhivehi, specifically focusing on the syntactic changes that occur when clauses
are combined and the roles of these clauses in the overall sentence structure. The research
adopts a corpus linguistics methodology, utilising data from two distinct corpora: one
comprising 2,600 sentences from literary and academic writings spanning from 1950 to
2022, and the other consisting of over 10,000 sentences extracted from the ‘Faththoora’
magazine. The sentences from the first corpus were manually tagged in a Microsoft Excel
spreadsheet, and finite verb clauses were identified using Excel’s filter tool. To support
the analysis, further examples were extracted from the second corpus where needed. The
collected clauses were then grouped, tabulated, and analysed based on their syntactic
structure and functional roles within the complex sentences. The primary finding of this
study 1s that finite verb clauses in Dhivehi complex sentences predominantly appear as
independent clauses placed at the end of the sentence. Additionally, 11 distinct types of
dependent clauses were identified, which can function as subjects or objects of finite verb
clause. The study further reveals that dependent clauses can be used in various ways, such
as to express reasons, function as adverbials, adjuncts, indicate reported speech and clause
chaining. These findings have important implications for linguists, educators, and those
nvolved in the study or use of written Dhivehi. By outhining the syntactic principles and
rules governing the use of finite verb clause and dependent clauses in Dhivehi complex
sentences, this study provides valuable insights for both theoretical research and practical
application in language teaching.
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