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Language Decay: Challenges in Intergenerational
Transmission of Dhivehi
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ABSTRACT This study explores the gradual decline of the Dhivehi language and the
challenges of transmutting it effectively to the next generation. Drawing from scholarly
perspectives on language death and sociolinguistic change, particularly the works of
UNESCO, Fishman, and Labov, the research situates the case of Dhivehi within global
patterns of linguistic decay. The paper nvestigates whether Dhivehi is undergoing a
shift towards obsolescence due to increasing influence from dominant foreign languages,
particularly English. Using an exploratory qualitative approach, the study analyses
naturally occurring speech data from 11 publicly available videos featuring speakers
representing a range of age groups, from children to the elderly. By transcribing and
examinming these samples, the research identifies patterns of code-switching and code-
mixing, highlighting the degree to which Dhivehi is being sidelined in daily conversation,
especially among the younger population.

The findings reveal that while older speakers tend to maintain clearer use of Dhiveh,
younger speakers, especially children, frequently alternate between English and Dhivehi, or
default entirely to English. This indicates not only a weakening of linguistic transmission
but also indicate an madequacy n the availability and usage of appropriate Dhivehi
vocabulary for everyday modern life. The study also notes limitations in institutional and
soctetal efforts to elevate the status of Dhivehi. Contributing factors include the dominance
of English in media, education, and technology, and the perceived prestige associated with
foreign language use.

The findings have implications for stronger language planning, public awareness campaigns,
and integration of Dhivehi into contemporary domains to ensure intergenerational
transmission and cultural continuiry. This suggests a pressing need for institutional and
soctetal tmitiatives to revitalize and elevate the status of Dhivehi, particularly in response
to the growing dominance and perceived prestige of English in media, education, and
digital commumnication.

Keywords: Language promotion, Language status and prestige, Language vitality,
Language endangerment, Language shift
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