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ABSTRACT In today’s globalised world, rapid technological and conceptual advancements
demand the creation of new terminologies. The Dhivehi language faces significant challenges
n keeping pace, leading to gaps that complicate writing and translation, often resulting in
a loss of meaning. Additionally, some newly introduced terms by the authorities fail to gain
public acceprance and sometimes are ridiculed on social media platforms, undermining the
language’s relevance, particularly among younger generations. This study examines the
challenges of Dhivehi vocabulary development, focusing on its adequacy for specialised
fields and modern technological contexts. A mixed-methods approach was used, involving
an online survey of 302 respondents from seven sectors—religion, technology, education,
health, media, legal, and security—and focus group discussions with 27 stakeholders from
these areas. Findings from the Focus Group Discussions reveal that the Dhivehi Language
Academy adheres to established linguistic principles in creating and introducing new words.
However, 55% of survey respondents found newly coined terms misaligned with loanwords
or concepts, making them difficult to understand and adopt. Additionally, the prevalence
of English in daily life and the prior use of English terms before Dhivehi equivalents
are nrroduced further impede their adoption. Participants highlighted significant gaps
in Dhivehi vocabulary in specialised fields such as technology and healthcare. They also
stressed the importance of organic language evolution and suggested incorporating widely
used expressions from newspapers and media. The study concludes thar Dhivehi requires
a more nclusive and context-sensitive approach to vocabulary expansion to align with
native speakers’ linguistic habits and meet contemporary needs.

Keywords: Dhivehi language, corpus development, vocabulary expansion, linguistic
challenges, terminology adoption, language planning, Dhivehi lexicon.
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