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I have lost (perfect) my pen knife.
I lost (non - perfect) my pen knife.
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Tense and aspect in Dhivehi Language: A
linguistics analysis

AMINATH ZAHIR, Faculty of Arts, The Maldives National University

ABSTRACT: This paper reports on a study undertaken in 2013 that aimed to identify
the tense and aspect system in the Dhivehi language. As such an analysis of Dhivehi has
never before been conducted, the significance of this study lies in the original contribution
it makes to advancing the knowledge of the language, following rigorous linguistic methods
of inquiry. Based on a qualitative research methodology, the study utilized a sample of
1835 sentences. The results indicate that there are two tenses and three aspects currently
i use in Dhivehi. The two tenses include Future Tense and Past Tense. The three aspects
are Habitual Aspect, Present Progressive Aspect, and Perfect Aspect.

Keywords: Maldives, Dhivehi language, tense and aspect
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